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WHAT IS
FIRST LOVE?
By lan Hufton
Bible Verses on
First Love
esus rebuked the church members
a Ephesusfor turning away from
thair first love.

Rev 2:4 “Nevertheless | have this
against you that you have left
(863) your first love. Greek word

[number 863] (left)

THE WORLD BRACESITSELF FOR THE

COMING ECONOMIC WOES, ARE YOU READY ?
Or isthisjust another - “The Sky is Falling?’
Buckleup, it'sgoing to be a bumpy ride

By Tom Kerry
The sky isfalling, the sky isfalling!
rowing up we've al heard the story of

Chicken Little. She would run around
yelling, the sky isfalling, the sky isfalling.

After she said it so many times no one ever
believed aword she said. We all know the
end of the story and the moral that followed.
When something finally did happen no one
believed her. Reporting prophecy in light of

current events can be alot like that.
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An Awesome God

Asthe credit crunch worsens, the stock market continues to tumble. Many
companies fail, others bought out, over atrillion dollarsin bail outs, nothing
seems to be worsening. Thisyear could be very difficult for millions.

If | started this
article with Mat-
thew 24 or Luke
21, and cover wars
and rumors of
wars, earthquakes,
pestilence and
famine, would |
have lost you?
Would you have
heard the sky is
faling, the sky is
faling? Well, I'm
not going there, so
hopefully you will
keep reading. With
God's help, the
information | share

heremay cont. on p. 4

| VOTED FOR'!

Editors Note: Every election, members of God' s churches from all over the globe ask impor-
tant questions about voting. In this article by James Summer ville he gives you some useful
insight and pertinent information from God’ s Holy Word. The article begins on page 8.

“First of all, then, | urge
that entreaties and prayers,
petitions and thanksgiv-
ings, be made on behalf of
all men, 2 for kings and all
who are in authority, so
that we may lead a tranquil
and quiet life in all godli-
ness and dignity. 3 This is
good and acceptable in the
sight of God our Savior,
4 who desires all men to be
saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth.”
| Tim2:1-5




What is First Love?

The Greek word [number 863] (l€eft)
means (forsake, lay aside, leave, let
go, put away)

Jesus then explains how they
should change this situation in verse
5 (below).

Rev 2.5 “Remember thereforefrom
whereyou havefdlen; .... repent
LLGAnd. do..... Thefirst works, or
dsel will cometoyou....quickly and
remove your lamp standsfrom its place;
unlessyou..... Repent.

NOTE: Chrig tdlsusthat the LAMP-
STANDS represent the churches.

Rev 1:20 “The mystery of the
seven stars which you saw in My
right hand, and the seven golden
lamp stands: The seven stars are the
angels of the seven churches, and
the seven lampstands which you saw
are the seven churches.

Above, Ephesians saintsaretold
to repent and do the first works or
have their church removed. Earlier
they had first love but they |€ft it be-
hind. Christ tellsthem they need to
change their approach (repent) and to
get it back by doing similar works as
a thefirs. Theword fdlen (verse5)
means (to drop away, to be driven off
course, to becomeinefficient, to take
no effect.)

Jesus commanded them to remem-
ber their first state and consider how
they had falen away fromit.

What wastheir first love?

NOTE: The Greek word behind
“firg” (4413) can aso be rendered
(foremost in importance, bes, chiefes,
first of dl,) ie....of highest priority.

Mat 6:33 "But seek firgt the kingdom
of God and His righteousness, and all
these things shall be added to you.

Christ inspires Paul to write (1 Cor
13:3) that without love (the love of
God) doing good actions does not
count.

1 Cor 13:3 And though | bestow all
my goods to feed the poor, and though |
give my body to be burned, but have

not love, it profits me nothing.

Jesus encourages His people to al-
ways do the first works which are
motivated by first love (the FIRST
PRIORITY .... love of God).

Jesus, Paul
and the other
Apostles all
continuously
promoted the
two major as-
pects of the
faith....ie.
(‘You shall love
the LORD your
God with all
your heart, with
all your soul,
and with your
entire mind.'

Mat 22:38
“Thisisthefirst
and great com-
mandment.

Mat 22:39
“And the sec-
ondislikeit:
"You shall love
your neighbor
asyourself.'
Mat 22:40 “On
these two com-
mandments
hang all the
Law and the
Prophets.”

When aperson
comes to under-
stand God's
ways and pur-
pose, they ex-
perience apas-
Sonate zed to
become God's
spiritud child
for al eternity.
Rev 21:7 “He
who overcomes
shall inherit all
things, and | will
be his God and

he shdll be my son.

The Ephesians members had started
well and commended by the Apostle
Paul in the letter he wrote them.

Contonp. 3

DOYOU STILL HAVE YOUR
FIRST LOVE?

Founded by the apostle Paul, the Ephesian
church was thoroughly grounded doctrinally,
and Christ’s comment in the second chapter of
Revelation reflects that fact. “I know your
works, your labor and your patience, and that
vou cannot bear those who are evil. And you
have tested those who say they are apostles and
are not, and found them liars; and you have
persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake
and have not become weary” (Revelation 2:2-3). These positive and
encouraging observations could lead some to conclude that the
brethren at Ephesus were spiritually sound; however, they had a
serious spiritual deficiency. Christ, the spiritual head of this
congregation, actually threatens to remove His lampstand from their
presence if they did not repent.

God’s warning and
subsequent
correction of the
Ephesian church
seems, at first
glance, to be
disproportional.

The Ephesians were told to “remember therefore from where yvou
have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you
quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you
repent” (Revelation 2:5). Jesus Christ cautioned them to consider the
magnitude of their problem. What did they fall away from? What
lessons can the modern Church learn from this ancient congregation?




What is First Love?

Cont' fromp.2  Eph 1:15 Therefore |
also, after | heard of your faithin the
Lord Jesus and your lovefor al the
saints, they began by loving the God-
head (Father and Son), and asare-
sult, doing LOVE-WORKS towards
other saints (church members).

Paul then explained..... Eph 2:10
For we are His workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforenand that. ... we
should..... Wak inthem.

Paul then directs them to be rooted
and grounded in love.

Eph 3:17 that Chrigt may dwell in
your heartsthrough faith; that you,
being rooted and grounded in love,
Eph 3:19 to know the love of Christ
which passes knowledge; that you may
be filled with al the fullness of God.
Eph 4:2 with all lowliness and gen-
tleness, with longsuffering, bearing
with one another in love,

Eph 4:31 Let al bitterness, wrath,
anger, clamor, and evil speaking be
put away from you, with all malice.
Eph 4:32 and be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one ancther,
just as God in Christ forgave you.

Eph 5:1 therefore be imitators of God
as dear children.

Eph 5:2 and wak in love, as Chrigt
also hasloved us and given Himself
for us, an offering and a sacrifice to

Rev 2:10 Fear none of those things which
thou shall suffer : behold , the devil shall
cast some of you into prison, that ye may be
tried ; and ye shall have tribulation ten days:
be thou faithful unto death, and | will give
thee a crown of life.
| Tim 4:8 Henceforth thereislaid up for me
a crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, shall give me at that
day: and not to me only, but unto all them
also that love his appearing.

God for a

Sweet-

smelling

aroma

Eph 6:23
Peaceto

the breth-

ren, and

love with

faith, from God the Father and the
Lord Jesus Chrigt.

Eph 6:24 Grace be with al those
who..... Love our Lord Jesus Christ in
sincerity (unending existence.) Amen.
To be saved into eternd life we must
passionately love truth and be reject-
ing deception.

2 Th 2:10 and with al unrighteous
deception among those who perish,
because they did not receive the love
of the truth, that they might be saved.
Jesus expects our love-works to
grow greater than at first.

Rev 2:19 “| know your works,
love, service, faith, and your pa-
tience; and asfor your works, the
last are more than the first. Like the
Ephesians, we too, need to be sure
we consider our first love condition
and dtrive to have love-works greater
than at the first.

K

Feast of Tabernacles Trinidad/Tobago

Editors Note: At the time of the
printing of this Newsdletter we
did not receive an article. But we
did receive the pictures and
wanted to let you know they had
awonderful Feast.




Bracing for Economic \Woes

Cont. fromp.1  help you with being ableto
wegther the coming economic sormthat is
dready affecting, and will continue to affect
billionsof lives. Economigt are predict-
ing that thiscrisswill continueto cause

additiond food and water shortages, and will beginto
makeit dmost impossibleto prevent theincreasein
diseasetomil- lions of third world countries. Ex-
treme? Maybe, but there Smply may not be enough
money, food, or medicine to wage the war in prevent-
ing the epidemics.

No religion here, these are economist reporting on facts
that are “at our door, right now!” Not prophecy that is pre-
dicted to take place before the return of Jesus Christ. But
wait aminute; didn’t that just sound like the economist were
quoting Matt. 24 or Luke 217

Let me give you just afew of the startling statistics that
“WILL HAPPEN?" if the so called experts can't get ahandle
on thingsimmediately. Unemployment is at aten year high
at just over 5%. In the next 12 monthsit is expected to rise to
7% or to as much as 10%. Some are predicting higher with-
out more stimulation. Without government help the big three
auto makers will be filing for bankruptcy protection. (More
on the big three at alater time.) Nearly al of the largest
banking financial institutions are in danger of failing. This
affects the airlines, hotels, motels, restaurants, and every area
related to the tourism industries, “all walks of life.”

Without jobs, the tax base upon which the loca, state, and
federal agencies operate will begin drying up. Presently, al
agencies are gearing up for atough year ahead. Plans are under
way to cut hours and employees. Pension plans will begin dry-

ing up, 401k’ sare disappearing, retirementsare
dwindling, and onit goes. Thisisjust atip of

what isactually happening in advance of the po-

tential firestorm. Businesses “know” they haveto

brace themselves for what is going to happen if
they are going to survive.

What about you, what are you doing to get
ready? My pointis, you and | are going to be
affected, we just don’t know to what degree.

The degree may have to do with you. | could bring
in scriptures here, but | don’t want to lose you yet.

Many are saying thisisjust acycle. While | agree many of
these things are cyclical for example; remember 1983, not long
after that the economy took another serious downturn 1987,
there were a couple of difficult timesin the 90’s and the last
one wasin 2001. Let us not forget the depression of 1929. Is
the current crisis just another cycle, or isthere moreto it?

Back in August of 2007 | did a sermon message entitled,
“Financial Meltdown.” If you haven't heard that message,
please write for it. This article and the next sermon on this
subject isadirect result of that message. I’ ve been getting
many emails, letters, and phone calls asking about the current
crisis. Every one wanted to know if we were going to put any-
thing out in reference to the current crisis.

Note: Thereisn't sufficient space to put all that needs to
be said in this Newdetter. With God'shelp | hopeto have a

longer more detailed article and another
sermon by the next nendetter to offer as

an articleand DVD. 1’ve not done that
before, and | don’t claim to be a pro-

lific writer, but | fed thereismuch to

besaid and | believeit can help our

members and future membersin

weathering thiscrisis. | would

appreciate your prayersto ac-

complish thistask that | feel so strongly about.

Financia Metdown was ddivered in August 2007, the stock
market had been shattering records almogt daily and the economy
was booming. | was watching CNBC one morning and began to
notice that there was afire sorm in the making. At first al the news
was very quiet; in fact most of the news networks never said asingle
word. The Feds had quietly met during the middle of the night and
began pumping in billions of dallarsinto the banking system. Sud-
denly dl sense of gability had disgppeared. The next day European
banking system began doing the same thing, then came Chinaand
Japan. On each day, everyone praised themselvesfor averting a
crisgs The next seven days that followed were nothing short of hor-
rific. By that time things began to settle down, many news agencies
began reporting. The following Sabbath, | delivered the sermon
Financia Mdtdown herein New Orleans, many here did not hear
about what was going on either.

The problem was, the crisswasn’t over. It had only been tem-
porarily stabilized. The crisiswould be hungry again, and would-
n't belong. Shortly after that, Sub prime mortgage failures began
to surface, then like a house of cards, the financial meltdown be-
gan. Indtitution after ingtitution began to fold, banks began shut-
ting down, financial ingtitutions were closing. There were merg-
ers, failures, and government intervention. Things  cont. onp. 5
settled down again and

new round of cheers FAMOUS QUOTE
went up, but only _

briefly as the cheers "To grant that there is a supreme
werer't over when an- intelligence who rules the

world and has established laws to
regulate the actions of his crea-
tures; and still to assert that man,
in a state of nature, may be con-
sidered as perfectly free from all
L restraints of law and government,
tune of $700Billionthe | 5hhears to a common understand-
financial picturein ing altogether irreconcil-
Americawould seize able. Good and wise men, in all
up. I'mafraid thisisnot | ages, have embraced a very dis-
your ordinary runof the [ similar theory. They have sup-
mill cyclical recession. posed that the deity, from the rela-
At theend of August | tions we stand in to himself and to

other leg of financia
failure surfaced.

The Fed chief an-
nounced without imme-
diate bailoutsto the

of 2007, things settled each other, has constituted an
down and everyone eternal and immutable law, which
sighed a sense of re- is indispensably obligatory upon
lief, the world was all mankind, prior to any human
breathing easier. We at institution whatever. This is what
Ministries Interna- is called the law of nature....Upon
tional didn't. | watched | this law depend the natural rights
daily with great zeal as of mankind.”

-- Alexander Hamilton




Bracing for Economic Woes

scriptures kept running
through my head. Thiswas
not just another cyclical environ-
ment. What was shaping up was
new, it was global, and no one had
ever experienced what was only then in itsinfant stage.
What was going on was just the beginning of huge debacles that
has worsened over the past year. To date, everything that has been
done to stahilize the crisis has not worked. Why? Governments
around the world have been throwing TRILLIONS of dollarsto
fix the crisis, hundreds of meetings of the most educated mindsin
the world; plans were put in place, programs were de-
veloped, there have been congressiona meetings, but
nothing isworking. Why! Let me be fair, not working
yet! But what will work, and if it does, how long will
it take? Are you ready for afinancial drought, most
of Americaisnot! Or put it another way,
are you ready for seven years of lean if that
iswherewe are going.
Why isn't anything working? Well, isit
possible that the solutions being thrown at the
problemisidentical to what | have done thusfar in this
article? Got any ideas? Actualy it's ssmple; God has been
left out of the picture. Up until now | have ddliberately kept the
scriptures out of the picture. Y ou may be wondering, what has dl
of thisfinancial mess have to do with God! That’'s my point;
God'sway has been left out of the picture, which iswhat got us
into this mess. God is aso being left out of the picture asacure,
which iswhy we can’t get out. Sure we can continue to throw
money and more money at the problem, which we don’t have.
The problemis, we can't solve the problem that way, it can only
be delayed; collapseisinevitable.

Cont. fromp. 4

Over amillion jobs have been lost over the last year. It is expected
that the current unemployment rate will doublein in the next year.
President Elect Obama stated on Nov. 24, 2008; “|f we don’t move
swiftly, millions of jobs will be lost. Thisisdefinitely NOT, the sky is
falling, thisisfor real.

Look at what God told the | sraglites before
going into the Promised Land: Deut 4:1 Now
therefore hearken, O Isradl, unto the statutes and
unto the judgments, which | teach you, for to do
them, that ye may live, and go in and possessthe
land which the LORD God of your fathers giveyou. 2 Y e shal
not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye
diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of
the LORD your God which | command you.

The statutes and judgments were the laws that gave the Isra
elites the way to peace and prosperity. If they obeyed them
they would be blessed, if they disobeyed them, the blessings
would be withheld. Take a moment and look at the U.S. Can
anyone say that we are continually being blessed?

Moses went on to say: Deut 4:5-9 “Behold,
| have taught you statutes and judg-
ments, even asthe LORD my God
commanded me, that ye should do so
in the land whither ye go to possessit.
6. Keep therefore and do them; for this
isyour wisdom and your understanding in
the sight of the nations, which shall hear al these gtat-
utes, and say, surely this great nation isa wise and understanding
people. 7. For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh
unto them, asthe LORD our God isin dl things that we call upon
him for? 8. And what nation isthere so gret, that hath statutes
and judgments so righteous as all thislaw, which | set before you
thisday? 9. Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul dili-
gently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and
lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach
them thy sons, and thy sons sons;”

Since the days of the monkey trialsin 1925, the battle to
allow Darwinism into the schools, our nation has systemati-
cally removed God from nearly all walks of life. Now, in pub-
lic schools, our children are not allowed to pray, and God can-
not be taught. All resemblance of God is being removed from
al public edifices, public officials have been fired and others
risk being jailed for not following “orders’ by the courtsto
remove and refrain speaking about God. I'll have more to say
in the full length article later.

Let me leave you with just one thought, if you did some-
thing and it turned out horribly wrong, what makes you think
if you did it again you would get a different result? The finan-
cial crisisisnot the problem. It is aresult of the problem. The
reason our so called leaders can't fix the problemis, they are
totally “BLINDED” to the root cause of the problem. If you
don’'t know what the problem is you are doomed to keep re-
peating the same mistakes that got you there in the first place.

Someone needsto tell congress, when you find yourself in a
hole, it’stime to stop digging! With God's help, maybe God
will give usthat chance. This may not be the seven years of
lean, God may intervene and give us more time, however, in
the meantime, tell your friends, tell your family, it’stimeto get
your house in order. The sky isfaling, and it'sreal. It’stime to
hunker down, and buckle up; it's going to be a bumpy ride.
Pray that God will grant this work the wisdom, and the re-
sources to get this warning message out. Be on the look out
for Financial Meltdown 2009 next month. 1/
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112 Attend the Feast Site at Myrtle Beach, SC
Seven Baptisms, and one ordination to the ministry are highlights of the Feast

M

Look mom, we found the kids,

Normally the Feast site in Floridaisthe
gathering for families with kids. That
changed this year as most of the kids found
away to convince the parents to head off to
Myrtle Beach, SC.

Thiswas the first year that the church has
held a Feast at this popular site, where many
of the other churches of God meet annually
for the Feast of Tabernacles. It turned out to
be avery successful site and everyone there
had a wonderful time. For some, it was an

{ of Tahern
B@@@aﬁ

opportunity to meet and visit with other
brethren they haven’t seen in many years.
Thetask for finding and coordinating this
new Feast site fell on the shoulders of Mr.
Elwood Woodcock. Thiswas his first time
as acoordinator, he did such aterrific job it
won't be hislast. Someone once said the
reward for doing a good jog, is more work.

e

Specia thanks to the Tallahassee congre-
gation for helping with the activities for
many of the youth. Thiswas a specia year
for them and many of those who were bap-
tized were from their congregation. Con-
gratulations and thanks to all there.

Anather special time was the ordination of
Mr. Steve Councell asaMinister of Jesus
Christ. (See gory on page 11)Powerful mes-

sages, ingpiring fellowship, joyful mesetings,
and atime that will be remembered by al who
attended, atime that will not be forgotten.

Appreciation from the Grand Shores
Festival Hostess

Dearest Mr. Elwood and Group,

| would like to “ Thank You” so much for
the card and gift card. When they say the
words “ Blessings from Heaven” I'll think
of you and your group. | can’t tell you how
| felt when | used the card — after grocery
shopping | swiped the card and to my sur-
prise went (Sort of loudly) “ Thank you
God.” | could not believe my eyes—my
heart jumped and a tear from my eye fell to
my cheek—the people around looked at me
asl| said, “ it'slike a blessing form Heaven”
| thank you again so much—to me | was
just doing my job and my kindnessiswho |
am. Thank all who made this“ Blessing
fromHeaven” fill my heart with gladness
and joy.
Thank you again also for being so special,
kind, and thoughtful. You touched my life
with thefirst hello.

God Bless,

Wendy

The Feast was filled with many activities
on the agenda. Unfortunately the big activ-
ity al the kids were hoping for didn’t hap-
pen. The week before the Feast, the Hard
Rock theme park decided at the last minute
to close down for the season. What a disap-
pointment for the kids. (And afew of the
adults.) Nevertheless, they found plenty of
other things to fill the time.

Seven Baptisms at the Feast in
Myrtle Beach

Congratulations to all those baptized this
year at the Feast in Myrtle Beach, SC. All

Praise and Glory goesto God for His good-
ness and mercy for allowing Ministries Inter-
national to bea part in this.

Baptised were: Shelly Bockman-Plymouth, IN;
Edward Bartlett-Philadelphia, PA; Charles
(Chuck) Baker-Quitman, GA; Lisa Baker;
Francis Baker-Tallahassee, FL; Josh Baker-
Quitman, GA; and Tammy Mead-Hastings,
MI. May God continueto blessthemall in
their discovery of Hisways.
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Back in Panama City Beach, FL after Four Yearsin Ft. Walton

For many years Panama City Beach,
FL has been afavorite for Feast goers.
Several years ago the church was
forced to move down the road.
Churches split and the Festival loca
tions prices escalated. However in the

past few years, PCB has undergone
massive building, adding many new
facilities for deeping accommodations.
Many of the new locations now have

meeting halls that weren't available
just four years ago.

God blessed us this year with an ex-
ceptional location with a cost that was
reasonable to handle.

In addition to the reasonable cost of
the meeting hall, members and their
guest were afforded aterrific price at
the same location which included a
continental breakfast and maid service
daily for just $65.00 per night.

Mr. Tom Kerry opened the Feast with
announcements followed by Mr. lan
Hufton who delivered a very exciting
and uplifting message. From then on it
was like a marathon of inspiring mes-
sage and days filled with avariety of

activitiesto keep every oneinvolved.
Thanks to all who attended and worked
s0 hard to make the Feast in PCB a
tremendous success. H

Branson is another of the favorite sites for
the churches of God. For decades many of
God's brethren have met in Branson to en-
joy the Fall colors, cool weather, and the
many activitiesthat the area hasto offer.

In recent yearsthe Springfield, MO con-
gregation have added a new touch that eve-
ryone looks forward to having. “ FOOD”
Not that the areadidn’t have food before,
but they have found alocation that givesthe
brethren complete kitchen facilities. The
Branson site takes full advantage of that
opportunity asthey cook different mealsfor
“al” the Feast goers.

Each night has a different theme.
During the past few years, Mr. and Mrs.

Biian'sonsavie©

Nicholas of the New Orleans congrega-
tion have been with them and brings a
special Cajun night meal for everyone.
Last year Mr. Nicholas won the N.O. an-
nual cook off with his own recipe of Ca-
jun Corn Soup. Everyone was able to en-
joy that dish as he prepared it for the MO.
Site Each day the brethren were given
powerful and uplifting messages to begin
the day. One of the days, services were
held later to give the brethren the opportu-
nity to have a prayer breakfast.

Mr. lan Hufton traveled from PCB to

7

speak on two of the days, and Mr. Mike
Gladden traveled from Myrtle Beach, SC
and spoke on two of the days. Our thanksto
Steve Hicks and his wonderful congregation
who spent the Feast with Minigtries Interna-
tional. Their participation was a tremendous
vaueto the site.

Despite having to undergo a serious opera-
tion about a year and ahaf ago, God
blessed Mr. Dale Murphy’ s health to serve
again thisyear as Festival Coordinator.

If you haven't had the opportunity to
travel away from your home Festival site
you might want to consider Branson next
year. Y ou won't be disappointed. H




I Voted for...

Presidential Candidates: Top picture - Barack Obama
Bottom Picture - John McCain. Now that the election is
over, where do we go from here? The world awaits to see.

By James Summerville

he views expressed in this article are mine. The
Church of God Ministries International (COGMI)
and its ministry do not
necessarily share my views.

Y uck — what an ugly introduction! Typically I'd begin with a
story to prepare the reader for the article’ s subject. Thistime,
however, | feel compelled to begin with adisclaimer that I'm
not writing on behalf of the ministry or the COGMI. Instead,
I’m writing on behalf of me.

Who am 1?1'm 37 yearsold, aNew Y orker born to two par-
ents, Larry and Carmen, who met in the Worldwide Church of
God (WCG). They left the WCG when | was nine, when my
world consisted solely of the NY Y ankees, baseball cards, and an
annoying big sister. Many years later, when | cared, | learned that
my parents |eft the WCG because they disagreed with the
church’sdirection in the late 1970s. In short, they didiked Stanley
Radar. They liked Garner Ted Armstrong. Enough said.

I’m a product of genes and my environment. For the first
nine years of my life, my environment comprised family,
friends, school, and the WCG. Family has remained while
friends have changed. School is out, thankfully. The WCG?
Though | left the WCG at nine years old, unfortunately the
WCG has not entirely left me.

After leaving the WCG, my family meandered until we
joined the Church of God, International in the mid-1980s.
Since then we' ve been with the Intercontinental Church of
God, The Church of God, Worldwide Ministries and, now, the
COGMI. Last month we enjoyed the best Feast of Tabernacles
in years, at Myrtle Beach, North Carolina. We hope to return
next year.

The paragraphs above encapsulate over twenty years of
epochal history. The Soviet Union, the Cold War, the Berlin
Wall, Ronald Reagan: no more. Insert instead China, global-
ization, 9/11, Barack Obama. The world has changed so much;
contrary to the instincts of many brethren, sometimes for the
better. And yet despite the many years gone by, every so often
I’m reminded of my religious heritage, that is, the old WCG.

In the past decade or so, invariably when hosting brethren,
my parents have unpacked a suitcase containing a dusty 1969
edition of The Envoy, the annual yearbook from WCG’s Am-
bassador College. Fascinated in general by old pictures, | saw
The Envoy as arelic of my unborn but very real past. In other
words, The Envoy provides a pictorial glimpse into the culture
that molded my parents and eventually me.

The pictures of the smiling graduates in The Envoy: every-
one looked the same. | can’t recall one Black, Hispanic or
Asian face. The men mimicked each other. They wore the
same suits; they shared the same hairstyle and hair-length.
Perhaps their mimicry isn’t surprising, given that most men
lack style, including me. On the other hand, usually women try
hard not to imitate each other. But the women of The Envoy:
they, too, looked alike. They shared the same style of dress,
their hemlines were the same length, and many of them
must’ ve had the same hairstylist. Cont. p. 9
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These smiling graduates
seemed happy and proud to be
part of the WCG. But they also
unwittingly convey a disturbing
cultural characteristic of the old
WCG: conformity. Unlike their
non-church peers entering adult-
hood, these graduates lacked
individuality, at least in the set-
ting of the old WCG. Their uni-
formity in appearanceis disqui-
eting. It'sindicative of an or-
ganizational culture that encour-
aged conformity and suppressed
individuality and dissent.

Perhaps I’ m over-
generalizing. After all, | was
only nine when | left the WCG.
Thus| don’t have any first-hand
experience to support my obser-
vations. Yet I’ ve talked to many
people who have decades of
such experience, including my
parents. While they have fond
memories of the WCG, many of
them agree that dissent was not
tolerated.

Conformity is useful. With-
out some degree of conformity,
Nno organization can survive.
Thus members should adhere to
a set of fundamental beliefs and
practices, such as the holy days
and Sabbath observance. How-
ever, individuality islikewise
necessary for a healthy organi-
zation. For example, circum-
stances change. Policies that
applied in 1960 don't necessarily
apply in 1965, never mind in
2008. Therefore, people and or-
ganizations must adapt to change;
otherwise they become outdated
and out-of-touch. Without en-
couraging an atmosphere of indi-
viduality and dissent, people are
rel uctant to speak out against out-
dated or wrong policies and doc-
trines. Consequently, the organi-
zation suffersand ossifies. Over
time, the organization becomes
irrelevant.

It'sinevitable: organizations
make mistakes. But organiza-
tions—redlly, the leaders — are
stubbornly slow to identify and

correct their mistakes. An or-
ganization that emphasizes con-
formity and suppresses (at least
subconscioudly) individuaity and
dissent isin danger of not identi-
fying and correcting such mis-
takes, or perhaps correcting them
too late. Take the old WCG, for
example. For someinexplicable
reason, the church promoted the
theory that significant history
unfolded in 19-year time cycles.
From thistheory, the church
taught that the Great Tribulation
would beginin 1972 and that
Jesus would return in 1975.

The 19-year time cycle the-
ory iskooky. I’'m sure that not
everyone subscribed to this the-
ory. However, given that the old
WCG emphasized conformity
and discouraged individuality
and dissent, this theory was not
challenged until it wastoo late.
Many brethren point to this
failed prediction, predicated on
anonsensical theory, asthe be-
ginning of the end of the old
WCG. Such disastrous mistakes
(there were more!) could' ve
been avoided had the old WCG
tolerated individuality and dis-
sent.

That Was Then; How
‘Bout Now?

Unfortunately, some organi-
zations have not learned from
WCG's mistakes. Periodically
I'll hear pejorative comments
that particular organizations are
becoming “just like Worldwide.”
To these commentators, such
organizations are repeating
WCG' s mistakes, such as over-
emphasizing conformity and
suppressing individuality and
dissent.

I’m proud that the COGMI
is not repeating the mistakes of
the past. We encourage indi-
viduality; we tolerate dissent.
Infact, | would not write this
articleif | thought that the

Cont. p.10

In Some Nations, People
look to Obama as President
of theWorld

Barack Obama's election on November 4™ set off
international celebrations and ignited afervor for the
United States that has been unseen since the days
immediately following the September 11, 2001, terror
attacks.

To some observers, the international reaction has
elevated America's president-elect to an unparalleled
post: president of the world.

Above: the above pictureisa sampling of news head-
lines from around the world praising the results of the
election with president elect Barack Obama.

A resident of Obama, Japan holds Obama fish burgers
to celebrate Barack Obama's victory in the U.S. presi-
dentia election. Obamais being embraced worldwide
as asymbol of anew beginning for relations with the
U.S. (AP photo)
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COGMI leaders
are intolerant of
different views. For instance, most
ministers and brethren instinctively
believe that we're living in the end-
time. Perhapsthey'reright. | hope
they’re right, for Jesus will return soon.
However, | don't know if we'reliving
in the end-time because the Bible pro-
videsfew definitive clues—e.g. the
abomination of desolation, the forma-
tion of four blocs of nations, armies
compassing Jerusalem, martyrdom.
Until | seethese clues cometo pass, |
hesitate to proclaim that we'reliving in
thelast days.

Some time ago, while in the
Church of God, Worldwide Minis-
tries, | wrote a bible study on the na-
ture of God. The study referred to the
story of Job. | posited a theory —just a
theory — that contrary to popular be-
lief, Job’s children had not died. |
offered biblical cluesto support my
theory. Unfortunately for me, the
president of that organization dis-
agreed with my theory and strongly
encouraged me to withdraw it. My the-
ory isinconsequential and, inthe end,
unimportant. It'sa mere footnote to the
story of Job. Nonetheless, the minister
pressured meto removeit, and after
sometime | caved.

I’m confident that the leaders of
the COGM I, particularly the editor of
this newsletter, are much moretoler-
ant of different views. (I'm not refer-
ring to fundamental doctrines, such as
the Sabbath and holy days. Instead,
I’m referring to views that are not
fundamental to our salvation, such as
the end times or governing philoso-
phies, etc.) In fact, among Tom
Kerry's many admirable attributes, |
admire most hiswillingnessto cultivate
new leadership in the church. By en-
couraging people to develop their tal-
entsand to form their own views, Mr.
Kerry has (consciously or not) pro-
moted the development of adiversified,
tolerant church. I’'m nat, for lack of
better word, brown-nosing. Instead, I'm
giving credit where creditisdue. The
COGMI isasmall, fledgling church.
Yet it'sachurchthat | can be proud of..

Cont. fromp. 9

In the Spirit of Dissent

I’ m unsure whether the COGMI
has formed an official position on
voting. I'm unsure of the opinions of
the ministry on voting. | do know,
however, that other organizations
encourage their members not to vote.
For example, one of the largest organi-
zations “maintainsitstraditional teach-
ing that a Christian should avoid vot-
ing and participating in political elec-
tionsand running for political office.”
This organization citestheodld WCG's
stance on voting: “ Since we are NOW
ambassadors for the Kingdom of God,
we relinquish theright to vote or to
take part of in the politics or the gov-
ernment of thisworld” (The Plain
Truth, October 1960).

“the Most High rulesin the kingdom
of men, givesit to whomever He will
and sets over it the lowest of men.”
Danidl 4:17:

This organization admits that the
Bible provides no explicit guidance
onvoting: “The Bible does not have
acommand explicitly targeting par-
ticipation in secular politics by
Church members.” However, the
organization agrees with the old
WCG that “as ambassadors and citi-
zens of the Kingdom of God, Chris-
tians are no longer to be involved in
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man’s systems of government” and
that “the true Christian is one who
follows Christ, and Christ did not
vote!” Besides, voting is useless
because God appoints rulers, not
men. The organization cites afew
supporting scriptures, such as Daniel
4:17: “the Most High rulesin the
kingdom of men, givesit to whom-
ever He will and sets over it the low-
est of men.” Therefore, this organi-
zation declares confidently that
“today the fact remains — the authori-
tiesthat exist are appointed by God.”
Really?'? Did God appoint Hitler,
Mao, Stalin, Lenin, Pol Pot, Julius
Ceasar, Nero, Caligula, and Genghis
Khan? Are humans mere pawnsin
the hands of God, or do we exercise
free will in the selecting our leaders?
The cited scripture alludes to Nebu-
chadnezzar, particularly God' s sover-
eignty over him. The scripture should
not be taken out of its historical con-
text to mean that God appointsall rul-
ers, period. If so, God appointed Hitler.

Similarly, other scripturesin Daniel
should not be applied indiscriminately,
such as “He removes kings and raises
up kings’ (Daniel 2:21). The context of
this scripture affirms that God is sover-
eign, that He's the ultimate Ruler of
the world. But it does not affirm that
God establishes all rulers. Rather, it
affirms the principle that ultimately
God isin charge.

The organization’s contention that
“the authorities that exist are appointed
by God” contrasts with the implication
of God's everlasting covenant with
Noah. God made an “everlasting cove-
nant” with Noah (and by extension,
mankind). The “everlasting covenant”
gave man the right to self-government.
In other words, by commanding man to
punish sinners (for instance, the death
penalty for murderers: Genesis 9:5-7),
God gave usthe right and obligation to
enforce God-given and God-inspired
laws. “The declaration of the Noahic
Covenant subjects humanity to a new
test. Itsdistinctive feature isthe insti-
tution, for the first time, of human gov-
ernment—the government of man by
man.

Cont.onp. 11
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CONGRATULATIONS AND WELCOME ABOAD
Mr. Steve Councell was ordained to the Ministry at this
year’s Feast of Tabernaclein Myrtle Beach, SC

The Church of God, Ministries Interna-
tional is pleased to welcome aboard Mr.
Steve Councell asit newest minister. We
wasted no timein putting him to work at
thisyear's Feast.

This year he was actively involved as
he was the Sabbath teacher for the teens
in Myrtle beach. Actually he has been
active for many yearsin serving at God's
Feast. This year for the first time, we are
blessed to call upon histaents to have
him deliver a PowerPoint sermon to the
brethren at two sites. Myrtle Beach and
Panama City, FL.

Above: Seve with hiswife Sandy, and his
grandchildren. Left: Ordination in Myrtle
Beach. Right: Sons Scott and Seth.

to meet with Mr. Bruce Chapman and the
Michigan brethren monthly statewide get
together for services. Additionally heis
an avid outdoorsman love camping, hunt-
ing and football.

God also gifted Steve with a powerful,
full, and deep voice. Ministries Interna-
tional has been blessed to be able to use
Steve’s voice to help us with our com-
mercial and promotional material spots.
Steve is one of the most humble people
you will ever meet. He exemplifies what
God looks for in aservant and we are
blessed to have him. Welcome aboard.

Whilein Florida he was able to visit
the brethren and take part in the Lead-
ership Luncheon that followed ser-
vices before heading back to SC.

Mr. Councell is adeeply devoted
family man. Heis married, has four
grown children and four grandchildren.

He has served as a Deacon in the
Michigan area for several years and
presently pastors the congregation in
Elkhart, IN. Once a month he travels

o @ Conti.nued from p.lFJ The
E’ highest function of gov-
ernment isthe judicial taking
of life. All other governmental powers
areimplied inthat....Man isresponsible
to govern the world for God” (from the
notes in the Scofield Study Bible, 1917
ed.). Thus mankind is ultimately respon-
sible for the selection of itsrulers.

By asserting incorrectly that God
establishes “all authorities” and thus our
votes are meaningless, this organization
claimsthat our sole civic duty isto obey
“government authorities.” “ Though ab-
staining from voting, the Church has
taught that government authorities
should be respected, regardless of their
political affiliation.” As proof, this or-
ganization quotes Paul: “Therefore who-
ever resists the authority resists the ordi-
nances of God and those who resist will

I Voted for...

bring judgment on themselves’ (Romans
13:2). Unfortunately this organization in-
discriminately appliesthis scriptureto al
situations. By applying this scripture to all
situations, the civil rights movement,
which preached non-violent civil disobedi-
ence, was wrong. Similarly, al other forms
of rebellion, including the American Revo-
[ution, were inherently wrong.

Finally, suspend your dishdief for a
moment and suppose that this organization
fulfilled its mandate to preach the Gospel.
Suppose that every American converted to
this organization. Suppose, then, that every
American accepted this organization’s
teaching to abstain from voting. By accept-
ing this organization’ s stance on non-
voting, Americawill necessarily become a
dictatorship. Absurd but true.

What’s My Point?
My immediate point is obvious: voting is
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not wrong, it’s not sinful. ﬁ

Voting is merely acivic E‘g e @
privilege. By voting for ei-

ther John McCain or Barack

Obama, | did not harm my faith or my
church.

My larger point isthis: | have the
freedom to dissent. | dissented from the
teachings of the old WCG and of the
much newer large organization. More-
over, | might’ve dissented from the
(unpublished) views of some of the lead-
ers of the COGMI. By dissenting, and by
the leaders of the COGM I accepting my
right to dissent, | have proved that the
church is diverse and that no one should
feel discouraged from asserting his or her
individuality and right to dissent from
time to time. By asserting our rights,
perhaps we can avoid the disastrous mis-

takes of the old WCG.
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God Blesses Ministries I nternational With

Increased Donors, Responses and Income for Second Year
inaRow - Incomeup 22.1 % over 2007

pecia thanksto al of you who helped make 2008 a very spe-

cid year. With amonth ill to go, we are seeing increases
over last year in al areas of the work. What istruly remarkable,
thisis going on during atime when nearly every thingisin a state
of reduction. It istruly humbling to all of us, the love and thefi-
nancial support that al of you have poured out in support to the
work. On behalf of the entire ministry, thank you.

Its no secret to any one that the United States, and for that mat-
ter mogt of the country is going through avery difficult financial
upheaval. However, during this time we have been blessed to be
able to increase via our outreach via biblestudy.org and via many
of you simply passing out materialsto friends, we have seenin-
creasesin new first time individual donors. This pattern began to

Written Response from Japan

Imagine our surprise this past month when we opened the
mail and found aletter sent to us from Japan. There were sev-
eral of usthere, everyone sent up a sound of joy and happiness.
To think, somehow God inspired that person to find our web-
site, print out the form, and snail mailed it in to us. The person
asked for the material offered on the web site, and asked to be
put on our mailing list. That one letter was powerful testimony
that God can reach people when and where He chooses. Even
in the smallest of works God’s Word can and does proceed,
praise God. Y ou never know where just one seed might Z/

show up shortly after the 2007 Feast.
Asaresult of this, we have seen a22.1% increase in fi-
nances over 2007; additionally we are up by 26% the num-

fall, or what will come of it
The Church of God Ministries, Int’|

ber of individuals over the same period last year. In the box
at the lower right of the page you will see the progress God

Income/Expenses till October 31, 2008

has blessed us with during our past three years.
There is another area where God has blessed us with

what we believe we will see growth in the years ahead. We Income 2008

find it in the way God has inspired the work to market it-
self. | know you've all heard me say this before, but it’s
true, we are small and we need to make every penny count
on how we use God’s Tithes. With a balanced approach to
advertising, we are seeing powerful resultsin responses.

Income YTD
$131,075.07
Expenses 2008 $108,219.39
Cash Balance Oct 2008 $58,417.31

We chose biblestudy.org as our primary target to mar-
keting because it reaches a mostly non-COG reader. In
other words, we are not going after other church’s mem-
bers. The mission Jesus Christ left us was, to go to the
world and make converts.

THREE YEAR COMPARRISSION
Asof October 31, 2008

Weran two different ads. We offered Financial Melt-
down and The Greatest Fraud Ever Perpetrated on Man-
kind. Both have brought very good response.

As of mid October; Financial meltdown received 648
request, and Greatest Fraud received 849 request. The re-
quest comein almost daily.

With God' s help, following our Ministerial Conferencein
Feb thisyear, we hope to have a complete package to send to

YEAR INCOME BALANCE % GAIN

2006  $94,731.09 $30,115.29 1ST YEAR
2007 $107,340.60 $41,652.30 UP13.3%
2008 $131,075.50 $58,417.31 UP22.1%

All figures are for up to Oct 31 of each calendar year

potential members. In it will be abrochure of who we are,
what we believe, and their salvation. Along with that we will
send afollow up sermon and offer abible study if they are
interested. We haveto do it thisway because of the cost fac-
tors. That type of package could run several dollarscost in
follow up. When we consider how many request we receive,
this could drain our reserves very quickly.

Please pray that God will put on the hearts of many more
new donors to help be a part of this work and reach more
people. Thiswill be acritical year financially for many
across the country we need to keep thisin our prayers.

Since we regrouped in 2006, God has blessed Ministries
International with year over year growth. The first year was
our year to regain our foundation. The second year allowed
us to begin to develop our work. 2008 has been ayear to
evaluate our progress, focus on direction and begin our out-
reach to new potential children of God. Please see there-
sults of our outreach in the section on news of the work/ =

SR
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“WE LAST MINUTE FEAST HELD
— 5 1o Py IN CHATTANOOGA, TN
FEAST OF IABERNA L S By Rachel Conner

speakers everyday other than
Serious health conditions of afew two of the days. On those days we

of the members prevented us played DVD’s of Tom Kerry and

from being able to travel this Bruce Chapman. The men of the
year'sto COGMI’sregular sites. For-  church pulled together ad gave won-
tunately, we were able to pull together  derful Bible Studies and sermons. For
to provide a Feast for al of thosethat  some of the men, thiswas their first

were unable to make the journey. time. With God' s help, they al did a
great job. Keep up the good work
guys.

The women worked hard keeping

the church fed. We ate breakfast on cried. The Feast was awonderful time
three mornings at church. We had for al of us. Even though we were un-
lunch every other day and pizza and ableto travel, we were glad to be able
pop corn one night. to get together. It was arelaxing and

We held a50's costume karaoke night, enjoyabletime for us all.
Bibletrivianight. We had a
Bar-B-Que and lots of fellow-
ship. On another night we made

atrip to see the Chattanooga
Our little Feast site was small in Choo-Choo comedy show. It was t
numbers, but not inlove. We had 21 in good clean comedy and music
attendance an and had God' s presence  that everyone can enjoy. We had
among us. We were blessed with agreat time and laughed till we

REACHING AROUND THE WORLD

32 New Sermons Just Added to the Web Site

The COGMI| Web Site The web site has just been updated.
- : We've added 32 new sermons with
IS haVIr?g a Re_cord year plans to add another 22 in the very

thecogmi.org near future. If you haven't visited the

2008 has been a banner year for Minis- web site lately, now’s the perfect time
tries International’ s web site. Please note | 10 d0 0. There are many new news
the statistics listed below. We are items, messages and infor mation.
blessed to continue to receive new responses as a result of this out
reach. The most recent surprise was the | etter from the person who
wrote to us from Japan.

When we look at the fruits, we can see a clear path of effective out
reach viathe web site. Plans are under way to be able to use this tool
that God has blessed us with to be a more effective work in reaching
potential new members of God’ s family. Please remember this area of
the work in your prayers.

HITS NO OF VISITORS FILESVIEWED
2006 2,253,278 2006 83,500 2006 983,000
2007 3,012,755 2007 168,758 2007 1,708,429
2008 4,042,685 2008 487,563 2008 4,042,685

AS OF OCT. 2008 AS OF OCT. 2008 AS OF OCT. 2008




EEXLIECT “Prove all Things”

Dc) Yrow]
O

Interior Diagram of Jerusalem's Temple

The first Temple in Jerusalem was built by
King Solomon, son of King David. Before his
death David had "with all his might" provided
materials in great abundance for the building of
the temple on the summit of Mount Moriah
(1Chronicles 22:14, 29:4; 2Chronicles 3:1), on
the east of the city, on the spot where Abraham
had offered up Isaac (Genesis 22:1-14).

The first temple was burned, pillaged and
destroyed by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon
(2Kings 24:13; 2Chronicles 36:7), who carried all
the temple's treasures with him to Babylon.

What is known as the second (Herod's) tem-
ple was built in the same location as the first
temple. The foundations of the second temple
were laid about 535 B.C. by Jewish exiles re-
turning from captivity in Babylon. When Herod
the Great became king of Judea the second
temple had stood for about five hundred
years. The building Cont. cont on p. 15

Numbers Used in Temple Diagram

Eben Shetiyyah
Candlestick
Altar of Incense
Table of Showbread
Chamber of Knives
Chamber of Knives
Attic of Abtinas
Chamber of Pancake Makers
Chamber of Phinehas
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GOD'S ACCURACY

How lovely to think about the way our
Creator God planned everything so
carefully and perfectly, everything with
a plan. As His highest creation, "we
are fearfully and wonderfully made."
God's accuracy may be observed in
the hatching of eggs.

For example, the eggs of the potato
bug hatch in 7 days.

Those of the canary in 14 days.
Those of the barnyard hen in 21 days.
The eggs of ducks and geese hatch in
28 days;

Those of the mallard in 35 days.

The eggs of the parrot and the ostrich
hatch in 42 days.

(Notice, they are all divisible by Seven).

God's wisdom is seen in the making of
an elephant. The four legs of this great
beast all bend forward in the same di-
rection. No other Quadruped is so
made. God planned that this animal
would have a huge body, too large to
live on two legs.

For this reason He gave it four ful-
crums so that it can rise from the
ground easily.

The horse rises from the ground on
its two front legs first.

EEXLIECT “Prove all Things”

A cow rises from the ground with its
two hind legs first.

How wise the Lord is in all His works of
creation! God's wisdom is revealed in His

Thus, the Lord, in His wonderful grace,
can arrange the life that is entrusted to His
care in such a way that it will carry out His

purposes and plans, and will be fragrant

with His presence. Only the God-planned

life is successful. Only the life given over
to the care of the Lord is safe.

arrangement of sections and segments,
as well as in the number of grains.
Each watermelon has an even num-
ber of stripes on the rind.

Each orange has an even number of
segments.

Each ear of corn has an even number
of rows. Each stalk of wheat has an

Dc) Yrow]
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Whatl an Awesome God !

even number of grains.

Every bunch of bananas has on its
lowest row an even number of ba-
nanas, and each row decreases by
one, so that one row has an even num-
ber and the next row an odd number.

The waves of the sea roll in on shore
twenty-six to the minute in all kinds of
weather.

The Lord specified thirty fold, sixty fold,
and an hundred fold - all even numbers.

God has caused the flowers to blos-
som at certain specified times during
the day, so that Linneus, the great
botanist, once said that if he had a
conservatory containing the right kind
of soil, moisture and temperature, he
could tell the time of day or night by
the flowers that were open and those
that were closed!

Thus, the Lord, in His wonderful grace,
can arrange the life that is entrusted to
His care in such a way that it will carry
out His purposes and plans, and will
be fragrant with His presence. Only the
God-planned life is successful. Only
the life given over to the care of the
Lord is safe.

Author unknown

Cont. fromp.14  had suffered consid-

erably from natural decay over the
years as well as from the assaults
of hostile armies, and Herod, de-
sirous of gaining the favor of the
Jews, proposed to rebuild it. This
offer was accepted, and the work
was begun (18 B.C.), and carried
out at great labor and expense,
and on a scale of surpassing
splendor. The main part of the build-
ing was completed in ten years, but
the erection of the outer courts and
the embellishment of the whole were
carried on during the entire period of
Jesus’ life on earth (John 2:16, John

2:19-21). The temple was completed in  not long permitted to exist. The Ro-

A.D. 65. The temple, however, was

man legions took the city of Jerusa-
lem by storm, and notwithstanding

the strenuous efforts Titus made
to preserve the temple, his sol-
diers set fire to it in several
places. The destruction of the
temple began on the 9th of Ab
(Hebrew month), the very same
day the destruction of Jerusalem's
first temple began in 585

B.C. The temple's demise was
completed on Ab 10 in Hebrew
year (civil) 3831, which corre-
sponds to Sunday, August 5th in

An artist’ s conception of the Temple area.

70 AD,
I
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